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r i. ty Officer 

Li rector, Audience Research DlTialon 
' r e from Switzerland dated 26 February, 1963 
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We shall try to answer .the questions raised in 
this very explicit o.able by emphasising first of all that 
r.ere is absolutely no other purpose exercised by establishing 
ail addresses in Switzerland for servioing Radio Liberty 
♦war. obtaining listener reactions* However, the content of 
r ‘red-back received from listeners in communist countries is 
of a nature to occasionally leave the wrong impression 
because many persons in communist countries write in a 
camouflaged way that lends itself easily to misinterpretations; 

* r:ey also write -about some of their main preoccupations such 
•h health, hard living conditions, and deeperate attempts 

* o find lost relatives* they- write about thdir approval of 
wugrams- they listened to ae well as disapproval with what 
tney heard. A basic assumption in this communication process 
remains that one oannot control In any way those who write 

to Radio Liberty. Ve are faoed with a continuum on the one 
aide of which might appear a simple postcard without text 
or return address and on thr other side a scientific paper 
in a language we ourselves might be enable to read* (This 
latter was the case recently when we received a letter here 
m Munich from Poland via the Geneva mailbox on February 20, 

! 9b 5 ♦ ) 

* • 

• * . 

The established polioyln handling sail which 
governs Radio Liberty practloea excludes t 

* ’ • - 

1. any priTate correspondence, and 

2. any reepona* other -then acknowledgement of let ter 
occaeional acknowledgement of requests (records, 

books) end discussion of~-progr*ttittIhg topics. 

■ ‘ ‘* m> '' H j . 

This off loe ie «v^fCby aatrict rule of safe- 
guarding the identi^bf . tho*e *ho e*ita to this station 
from communist OOWtttri* s. .* f&4 ttj.1 types of inf or- 

mation that m i ght * ' poke ibis td idtot if y ing the 

writer and lietenaT are that are 

issued here, for the pnrpobtt on 

listener *4*oUoiMU^ ~i. . 
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The undersigned opened up the mailbox #1 in 
J v,“vh 2 in good faith end without any false pretenoes on 
. traar-y 27, 1962, He gars hie hotel address and secured 
• ne services of Mr. Jean Pierre Meyer of 9 Grand ' Rue, 
,v.yo::/Vaud. Mr. Meyer, a Swiss oitisen, was told the purpose 
of the mailbox and given Radio Liberty's pamphlet, "The Most 
I r. portent Job in the World." Mr. Meyer was told by the 
undersigned that he night encounter none ouriosity about 
/.hat this is all about and Mr. Mey er's rea p t ion at that 
t r,-e was that he, as a Swiss oitisen, believed that this 
fully legitinate research and he would be ready to speak 
up for the good causa outlined in the pamphlets made available 
to him.. The undersigned and Mr. Meyer were in agreement that 

i (m 


‘he political climate of Switserland was 'Of a nature that if 
inior. leaders oohoarnad ware to know in detail what Radio 
Liberty stands for, thay would be prepared to give it full 
-..[•port . Mr. Mayer opened s mailbox #114 at Hyon on Pebruary Id, 
well. Me. Meyer makes it his business to servioe both 
"ia ; ! ! oxes twice a weak. Be ia also provided with the various 
names used in the programs of ‘different desks broadcasting 
the u'eneva and lTyon mailbox addrwaasa. 


Radio Liberty enoourages; dialogues with -listenere 
wr.ich deal exclusively with pol-i tloal, eoontfaio and social 
topics. To liven up a program, it is useful to obtain through 
*he. mall controversial ideas of listeners. A few listeners 
■ti : rh spark a program by what they write and perhaps after 
hearing it, comment on it. 'However? <st .,n© time, has 1 there 
been any other "corrwcpondenoo" . ^ ^ ll s^ta w ri*. In other 
word a, to ‘-the b wt ‘ : isn.YiAu.ai'l 

response that would furnish an ' in^Jriduax lietomor with 
information was ever broadcast. Oa ths o’optrsky. what an 
individual might have wrUtwa'i^ program^ 

only in those cases whan It . asry04^ihf |. g£. ell ■ • 

large segment of the . ' 


large segment of tU J 

The medioal radid prcgrsa:, that gooa out Over Radio 
Liberty is prepared by Dr. Sohults who saws the radio pseudonym 
of Dr. Staroatina. A obedk ulth Dr. 8ohsItB rcwealed that 
he had heard of Dr. Aron Starobiboj^jf in'diaivu, but did not 
believe that ha had aver net him personally or that ha had 
coi ! aborated with hln for -a radio program.' Aw aasaaption 
that Dr, staroatina and Dr. S tarobiaaiky airejdentioal is 
erroneouB. However, the possibility eannot "be excluded that 


eneva doctor may have submitted. sorlpts in the past 


Attaohed herewith are copiea of the 


re^sr 

ourS> 


renoed 


reports which indicate how we dealt with the four^iecea of 
correspondence specifically mentioned. in the oable. As to the 
i t ter written in Ukrainian and . posted in .Bulgaria, it has not 
been given any. distribution aims ltaaU then tic itywas pot 
established nor its moaning Olarif&O&t.'' ’ ' -'.s- 
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Experience in analysl|^: : ^fhe' 4pi|E»p volume ' of mail 
from the Soviet Union 

is not necessarily - syno<qrmoma'sltt < vt^^ > ^dp^||tf igm.fMX'n addreaa. 
This is cl early inustptM^^ii^ .Mail, Hoport 
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received via the geneva mailbox ‘address: Also 

v ,<# * ' / # 

r *> photostats of reptfrte #66-6) and #68-6)* 

;r : ? Interesting to Radi Of Liberty • f rotj the -point of </ i e w 
I • <r jimi ng, It will be "Been' 6 y reading them that' they ' 

. i n-\ c*f a hes tile' nattirtf in the 'sense that they are 
:)y s trong- supporters ofMhe TBoscow regime. ; This 
.. ■ ;.e K ind of-'mfcil that Radio Liberty finds most chal lengi ng 

- ^ conducive toward finding an appropriate tone and gearir 
- programs in a manner which will be bore receptive to 
important segment of listeners who seem attracted to a 

-:e t o a t they consider hostile, It will be noted that in 

• * 

' : ^ of the letters, the writer says that the return address 
. . t* r, *i r, given us is a ficticious one (# 66 - 63 ). 


The undersigned was not aware of rules governing 
*:.♦? establishment of Swiss 'postal boxes and he acted at the 
irpo under the guidance of the Geneva postal officials with 

* ne dealt. There is, of course, no specific objection 
a r.y charge of mailboxes* At this tim^ however, the 

•;. ia r-j 1 gned bonders whether Instead 0? mailboxes it wouldn’t 
possible to obtain some simple addresses in Switzerland 
■’ir.ee Soviet censorship is apt to Tihd its task more simp': if i 
.«c rearing letters with mailbox addresses than letters 

* . t v - private addresses# ’ 


The undersigned is ready to provide if so desired 
: \\n t.o a ta tic copies of envelopes and all letters received 
•d rough Switzerland. He also feels that great care should 
w e In not making's young, well -meaning Swiss like 

■•*ru, Pierre Meyer aware that mail is being tampered with. 

< * 

• 

To the best knowledge of the undersigned, there 
arac'lutely no- misuse of any mail received by Radio Liberty 
dwiss addresses# In addition, Radio Liberty, by being 
*' voice of Russians abroad that reaches its country men 
jnts t countries in ever larger numbers oarries broad- 
>\ that frequently underline Swiss democracy,, the free 
*1 lotions of Switzerland and its fine sooial system. It 
:.l t unlikely that Radio Liberty conveys in the language 
tr.#» peoples of the USSR a message that responsible Swiss 
» #; S’-'he would like to have conveyed by their own means if 
• v -.?v had the required facilities# Hence there is little 
re -non to believe in any grounds for misunderstanding. 





